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Love ot being immottal? AR AR
‘That's a question! Artistic Director:
Come to out Peking Opera show. Shuyuan Li
Expetience the delicate dance and music ERR: SR
of Chincsc opera, Producer:

Junging Li

it /Location

Upper Merion Middle School Auditorium
150 Keebler Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

feel the love

that across all

through the ancient love legend
of human and fairy!

PCOS receives state arts funding support through a grant from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a m
state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the National Endowment for the Arts, a pennsylvania
federal agency. COUNCIL OR THE AHTS.
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About Philadelphia Chinese Opera Society

Philadelphia Chinese opera society (PCOS) was established in February 1999

\ as a community based non-profit organization. The mission of the society is to

. promote and preserve the cultural heritage of the Chinese community in the
form of Chinese Opera through educational activities and touring engagements.
Based in Chinatown and led by acclaimed Artistic Director Shuyuan Li, we
conduct classes on all aspects of Chinese Opera, hold all year-round cultural
events, workshops, residency bi-lingual classes, and perform throughout the
region. PCOS provides a much-needed cultural service to the Chinese
Community and beyond in the Greater Philadelphia region with hundreds of
performances and reaching audiences of all ages and ethnicities. Major projects
include the Annual Chinese Opera Gala, Mid-Autumn Festival, Chinese New
Year Celebration, etc. Popular short pieces include “Sword Dance”, “Ribbon
Dance”, & instruments. Major repertoire includes “Monkey King”, “Farewell,
My Concubine”, “Legend of the White Snake”, “Grand Reunion at the Palace”,
“Yang Silang Visits His Mother”.
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Ms. Li Shuyuan, the Artistic Director of PCOS, is an acclaimed
Beijing Opera performing artist who has performed on the stage for
over fifty years. She comes from a well-known legendary Beijing
opera family, the Li Family, and started her training early by her
parents, father Li Wanchun and mother Li Yanxiu, both were among
the best artists in their times. Ms. Li specializes in the Dan roles, young
or adult female characters, marked by the versatile styles, particularly
in the portraying of women of strength and power. Her repertoire
includes some 40 Beijing operas, such as Farewell, My Concubine, the
Legend of the White Snake, and Princess Wang’s Journey to the West,
just to name a few. Ms. Li had a successful career in China. She was
associated with several major Chinese opera troupes in which she was
. the lead female performer, the last one being the Nanjing Beijing
Opera Troupe. Ms. Li has delivered 20 years of outstanding service to
W PCOS. She has won many awards and claims for her outstanding
v artistic merits in the US. Ms. Li has brought Chinese M@pera to
Philadelphia, which has taken roots in the community. Her contribution
is highly regarded and respected by the community and peers. She is
regarded as a “national treasure”.
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\._ Introduction of Peking Opera
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Introduction of Peking Opera

Peking Opera, one of the five significant operas in China, is
regarded as the quintessence of Chinese traditional theatrical
culture. Hui opera is the predecessor of Peking Opera. Since
1790, in the 55th year of Qianlong’s reign in the Qing dynasty,
Hui opera came to Beijing. They cooperated with artists of Han
opera from Hubei province, accepted some plays, tunes and
performance methods of Kunqu and Qingiang opera, absorbed
some local folk tunes, and finally formed Peking Opera. After its
formation, Peking Opera began to develop rapidly in the court of
the Qing dynasty and enjoyed unprecedented prosperity until the
republic of China.

The stage setting of Beijing Opera is suggestive and symbolic.
The melody pays attention to two kinds of traditional Chinese
theatrical music tone: Xi Pi and Er Huang. The singing is
accompanied by Jing Hu (Chinese Violin), gongs and drums
majorly. There are four necessary skills in Beijing Opera
performance: singing, speaking, dancing, and martial arts.
According to the singing voice and characters, the opera
developed four kinds of roles: Sheng (male characters), Dan
(female  characters), Jing (Characters with particular
temperament) and clown (funny characters). Based on these
elements, Peking opera uses a highly comprehensive performing
style to tell the story.

On November 16, 2010, Beijing Opera was listed as one of the

introduce and spread traditional Chinese art and culture®&round

the world.
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Congratulations to PCOS on its
Successful Performance
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This is one of the Beijing Opera classics in the Mei style. In it,
Mr. Mei Lanfang created a sub-genre of the female role that
emphases singing and dancing. Mr. Mei also created new
melodies and costumes, which helped bringing the performing
style to a new height of artistic excellence. The story is ab\o‘ug
the love between the Emperor Tang Xuanzong and his favorite \\
consort Yang Yuhuan. Here, Yang is waiting Tang to join a_ ~
banquet. She is touching by ;he bgautiful surroundings. "
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% Yang Yuhuan: Minghui Luo
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It tells a 2000-year-old story of self-sacrificing love, featuring
female singing, dance and swordplay. In ancient China, Xiang Yu,
the King of Chu is engaged in a war with Liu Bang. Unable to
motivate his army and break the siege, Xiang drinks in despair.
Yuji, his favorite consort dances for him trying to cheer him up.
When the enemy attacks again, Xiang bids farewell to Yu Ji who
refuses to leave with him. Yu dances the sword dance before
putting the sword to her own throat.
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% Yuji: Yunji Zhang
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This excerpt is from a traditional Beijing Opera “Selling Water”

which features the young female role. It is a good example to
demonstrate a performer’s skills in singing, dancing, acting and

stage speech. This role normally portrays a witty, lively and playful

young girl, here Meiying, the Maid. Lady Huang Guiying is stressed
because her father wants to break her engagement to her fiancé Li
Yangui. Li is currently in a destitute situation due to a misfortune in

the family. He is penniless and tries to earn a buck by selling WateQ\
Meiying arranges a rendezvous between the lovers. While waiting ™.\ \
for the arrival of Li, Meiying goes out of her way to cheer her ¥\ . }
mistress up by naming the flower that blooms in each month in a: . \
lunar year. '

&\

¢ Meiying: Cynthia Huang
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G ¥e4E» The Legend of Madam White Snake
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G ¥e4E» The Legend of Madam White Snake

"The legend of Madam White Snake" is a famous Chinese folk tale,
also known as "Xu Xian and Lady White." The story was formed in
the Southern Song dynasty (AC960-1279) or earlier, and became
mature and prevalent in the Qing dynasty. It is a model of Chinese
folk collective creation. It describes the tortuous love story between
the snake immortal and a human.

Bai Suzhen is a snake immortal. She meets Xu Xian around the
west lake when taking shelter from the rain. Bai falls in love at first
sight and married him.

After marriage, the monk of Jinshan temple, Fa Hai, told Xu Xian
that Bai was a snake. Later, according to the method of Fa Hai, Xu
Xian asked Bai to drink some realgar wine on the Dragon Boat
Festival. Bai Suzhen had to show her true colors, which scared
husband to death. (In Chinese legend, the realgar wine can reveal
the real shape of snakes) Bai stole the fairy grass from heaven by
risking her life and saved Xu Xlan \

Fa Hai then deceives Xu Xian and house-arrested him in Jinshan
temple. Bai misunderstands her husband for betraying her. She and
her sister, Xiao Qing, follow him to Jinshan temple and fight with
Fa Hai, flooding the Jinshan temple, but eventually are defeated and
escapes to Hangzhou. Xu Xian takes advantage of the chaos to run
down the mountain to find his wife. They two meet in the west lake
again. After the explanation, Bai Suzhen forgives Xu Xian.



G ¥etE> The Legend of Madam White Snake

Bai Suzhen soon gives birth to a son, Fa Hai suddenly comes, and
Bai falls victim by him. Fa Hai suppresses Bai under the Leifeng
Pagoda. A few years later, a piece of thunder from the heaven splits
the pagoda, released Bai Suzhen, and makes her family reunion.

Legend took place in Hangzhou, Suzhou, and Zhenjiang during the
Song dynasty. So far, there are multiple versions, but the story
basically includes classic chapters such as "borrowing the
umbrella,” "steal fairy grass," "reunion at the broken bridge," "the
LeiFeng pagoda."”

Beijing Opera, in its particular form of singing, speaking and
dancing and performing, successfully presents the classic storylines
during nearly past 100 years.
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' Cast for The Legend of Madam White Snake g

4 % § % M Bai Suzhen (The Madam White Snake):

% #% ¥ The West Lake Tripping:
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% 4% Haijun Hu
% % JE 3%, Rachel Liu \\

** 7 #t The Broken Bridge:
*» x| ¥ Yan Lin

% &4k Capture in the Alms Bowl:
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Drum: Gang Tian

TH: AL, Tk, 2B
Jing Hu (Chinese Fiddle): Johnson Cao, QiuLin Li, Kuiming Jin
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Er Hu (Second Chinese Fiddle): Chenglin Huang
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Suo Na: Chenglin Huang, Kedao Qi
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Yue Qin (Moon Lute): Yongming Cui
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San Xian (Three-Strings): Peter Lu

PEL: 2L
Zhong Ruan (Chinese Guitar): Siwen Wu
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Big Gong: Bairu Song
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Small Gong: Xin Wang
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XiaoLi Ma, M.D.

Board certified in Gastroenterology and Internal Medicine
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Love or being immortal? That's a question! . ;2 /Location:
Come to our Peking Opera show. Upper Merion Middle School Auditorium
Experience the delicate dance and music 450 Keebler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406
of Chinese opera,
feel the love that across all B 45 &A1 Contact Us:
through the ancient love legend chineseopera2008@gmail.com
of human and fairy! B M3k [/ Website

http://philapcos.org
Philadelphia Chinese Opera Society
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